CHAPTER V

SYNTHETIC RELIGION TODAY

RELIGION today is relegated to the background and is threat-
ened with extinction and the chief contributory causes are the
following. Firstly, Communism aided by dialectical materialism
has a constitutional hatred of religion and it is gradually
undermining the very vitality of man, especially of the younger
generation. Secondly, the growth of science has not been favour-
able to the promotion of the religious consciousness and the
inerrancy of S^dstra. As William James says, the medical
materialism of today traces the religious phenomenon to physical
and mental disorders. Its emotional excitability is traceable to
abnormalities like hysteria and epilepsy. Freudian psycho-
logy explains religion as the development of repressed sexual
instinct. Bhakti is treated as an emotional aberration allied to
opium eating. Thirdly, absolutism of the Bradleyan type
treats religion as an appearance of the Absolute and not as
real. The God idea is considered self-contradictory and said
to require transcendence. Absolutism is as fatal in religion
as despotism in politics and dogmatism in theology. Fourthly,
the time spirit does not seem to favour the factors of religion
known as ritualism and mythology. Secularism and humani"
tarianism suit the rationalistic temper of the age more than
suoernaturalism and unquestioning faith in an unseen world,